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DIVERSION IN OUR THEATRES.

A

Franols Wilson In the Introduction to New
York o/ ‘“I'ie Toreador” —Hall Culne's
“The Penitent,” and n Wide Variety
of Other Stage Materials to He Seen.

A dealer in exhibits for menageries ad-
vertised at a French watering place that he

wanted a tiger. is purpose was to get a

flerce beast from the jungle to de our a

hated Spanish bullfighter. An English

footman out of work thought he was the
kind of “tiger® meant. That misunder-
standing gave a brighter and brisker start
to “The Toreador” at the Knickerbocker

Theatre last night than had been the case

with some of the musical farces brought

to us from London It served to send

Francis W

tures in the general manner of his and other

comedians’ foreign trips in stageland, ‘I.u!

most of the particulars were new, ingenions
and laughable. Mr Wilson is a -|u.~¢-|nlh~t
in comic cowardice, and this time his pre-
dicament was that of being compelled to
pose as a fearless champion of the gory

arena

| da

e ——————)

[ commodious and handsome

‘ilson off to Spain for misadven- | tre

Hill and Joaguin Miller's
“The Danites" with the Greenwall com-

ny at the American. “Romeo and Ju-
let” was given at the Columbia.

Souvenirs marked the fiftieth rform-
ance of “Under Southern Skies"” with Grace
Geoorge at the Republic and “Up York
State” at the Fourteenth Street. Daly's
was closed for a dress rehearsal of “Frocks
and Frills" for produetion to-night. The
plays that held over included “The Wilder-
ness” at the Empire, “The Sleeping Beaut*
and the Beast” at the Broadway, “The
Christian™ at the Academy of Music, “A
Gentleman of France” at Wallack's, *Alice
of Old Vincennes™ at the Garden, "Sweet
and Twenty” at the Madison Square, “The
Little Duchess' at the Casino, *Francesca
Rimini™ at the Victoria, “A Message
from Mars” at the Garrick, “Hoitv-Toity"
at Weber & Fields's, “Florodora™ at the
New York, "The Widow Jones" at the
Bijou, *The Girl and the Judge" at the
Lyceum, “D'Arey of the Guards® at the
Savoy, “Beaucaire " at the Herald Square
and “Du Barry " at the Criterion

A vaudeville event scarcely beyond the
New York radius was the ovening of a

at the )lurrq

in Newark. The first entertainment

| showed that this house is to have its full

The story ran that the real toreador was |

1o go 10 his native village and undertake
to win national renown by facing six bulls
in quick succession, and that his enemy
plotted to have him encounter, if he killed
the hovine antagonigts, a deadlier feline

The footman not only became

wovent!

the "tige!
but was there mistaken for the fighter
I+ was in vain that he protested against
glorification by the Moreover,
he was chosen to lead a desperate Carlist
revolt in case he won a victory in the arena
Of course, this provided a role for Mr
Wilson to the liking of the audience, and
he heartily did his best with it
alongside him in fun and favor was Joseph
Coyne in a variation of the thick-witted

prople

London swell

The mistake of
actors to amuse New
Oaiety songs, dances and foolery was not
repeated with “The Toreador.” We re-
quire nimble celerify in such shows, from
ugly men's grimaces to pretty wormen's
graces, and the Nixon-Zimmerman oom-
pany did not lack American vim or beau!y
A deintier artist than Christie MacDonald
could hardly have found to figure
as a girl disguised part of the time as a
boy. Her companion in adventure was
Adele Ritchie, ever exquisite to look at,
though she can't act; but she sang well,
and so did Miss MacDonald, while Jenuie
Hawley was another good vocalist, Queenie
Vassar was a pleasant enough soubretie
and Maud Rayvmond was a rousing come
dienne

There had to he a toreador song, of course
and it had a swinging march tempo that
should make it popular. William Broderick
gave it with dramatic effoct, and its air
was recurrept throughout the play. A
pretty bailad about the language of lowers
and a negro ditty concerning a valler boy
an’ de moon were deliverea captivating!y
by Miss MacDonald Two chappie songs
hit hard as treated by Mr. Coyne, and Mr
Wilson, strangely, did not attempt to com-
pete with himn in dancing  Miss Raymond
did well in ditties in a low comedy vein,
and Miss Ritehie with a conceit about keep-
ing off the grass. The music was, in truth,
the greatest factor in the strong success
achivved

The appeals to the eye weare sensuous
and sumptuous., The two of a
flower shop at Biarrtz and a public square
at Villaga were filled over and over with
gorgeously dressed chorus and ballet
women, among whom there was comeliness
if not much .‘7 positive beauty  Elaborate
marches were spoctacular displays and
there was a great deal
hrh to rouse enthusiasm

bringing over London
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| pals in the long programme at Hurti
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place in the Proctor circuit. The one of
the four Proctor theatres in town devoted
for the week altogether to sketches and
specialties was the Twenty-third Street,
tfu- others giving time to full-length plays,
as noted elsewhere ‘

The Ruseell brothera led the bill at Pas-
tor's in “A Romance of New Jersey,” a new
sketeh, and another novelty was “Adam
the Second,” acted by Nellie Harris and
Willilam C. Mathews,

The new thing at Keith's was both acro-
batic and feminine, as it introduced the
seven Picchiani sisters in feats of strength
and agility, They are an interesting im-
portation from Furope. Another novelty
was “The Actor and the Audience.” with
James Harrigan )

Tom Nawn atd his company were pr}nr'k
Seamon's in Harlem, but they had close
rivals among the numerous specialties

The Eden Musée had a concert to listen
to while looking at waxworks and moving
phc-lng:u‘»l.-

Brooklvn's twe vaudeville houses held
their ground with Anoa Caldwell as a leader
at Hyde & Behman's and Jessie Bartlett
Davisat the Orpheom

The Dewey music hall had the Rentz-
Santley troupe of burlesquers

SEMBRICH THE TYMPANIST,

“La Fille du Regiment” —“'Cavalleria Rus-
ticana' at the Opera.

“La Fille du Regiment” is an opera write
ten around a drum. It was performed
last night for the first time in the Metropoli-
with Sembrich as Marie
the drumming virandiere. She achieved
a genuine triumph as a tympanist, handling
the drum sticks with a wrist virtuosity that

Proctor thea- |

would have made envious that Paderewski |

of kettle drummers, Herr Walter Damrosch,
And wng =ang like an angel whose
wings were fashioned of coloratura

The drum episode occurred in the first

act. It set the house humming. Men and
women who had not entered the opera
house since *Tristan and Isolde™ first
soethed on its Wagner-soaked hoards
sighed retrospective sighs at the resur-
rection of these old melodic bones.  And

the Donizetti skeleton is still a lively one,
despite its leagues of faded dialogue and
glistening =oldier buttons. Perhaps, some
day, lilv'ﬁ
Franz's editing of the “Messiah” may write
additional music for the parlando of *The
Daughter of the Regiment® and gratify
modern ears. Saddest of all thoughts,
our grand-children may with super-
cilious complacency through a revival of
the Nibelunge' Ring in 1950 -as many did
lust night.  All things are possible in poli-
ties and music

Mme. Sembrich plaved the drummer girl
become Duchess, with delightful comedy

sit

humor, insousiavee and martial roguery.
Her first rataplan song. the *En avanv”
in Aot 11, and Arditi's  ise “Parla”™ -with

ita top D which brilliandy ended the even-
ing, were deliverad with matchless art
Her stylistie wversatility  accommo lated

itself with ease to this sparkling and naive
little onera. Her farewcll ~ong with Eng-
lish horn obligaio was charmingly sung,
with the right accent of pieturesque I!H'j
The rote has been enacted by Kellopg Mari-

mon, Patti, not to mention a hall dozen
others  Its twa trios in tha second act
are examples of unforoed melody, witty
melody The mockery of the singing
lowson ebellious rhoihmsintruding as
Sembrie anel Gitibert fee! the old military
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COUNTRSS STAVRA SELLS OUT

FROM TAPESTRIES TO GOWNS,
SAVE POTS AND KETTLES.

The)'re In Storage, as Owner Is Domestie
Auction To=day In Former Mrs. Mabel
Tiden's 71st Sireet House ~Hemark-
able Crowded State of Household Goods

The Countess Stavra may not be repre-
sented in the Almanach de Gotha, but she
has been well known to New Yorkers fa-
mfiliar with the doings of a certain set in
city life for a decade past. During the
greater part of that time she has lived at
133 West Seventy-first street and there was
nothing about the exterior of the house
to lead an observer to believe that it wus
different from the others in its prosaic
row in that it was occupied by a countess,

Persons who had seen the inside of this
inconspicuous New York residence had
many stories to tell of the luxury, of the

l

| and many diamond ornaments,

Invish beauty of its furnishings and the |

extravagance with which it bad heen deco-
rated

During the greater part of her stay in
the house, the present Countess Stavra was
known as Mrs. Mabel Tilden It
1880 that she first appeared conspicuously
in this city. It was said then that the was

was in |

the widow of one Charles Tilden who was |

related to the late Samuel J. Tilden and had
come into some share of the Tilden estate,
with which his wife had decorated the
Seventy-first street house

But that was denied and New Yorkers
who knew anything of the present Count-
ess Stavra will be certain only that she
was frequently seen driving about the
city in her brougham or her vietoria and
that she was a pretty woman with every
evidence of possessing money enough (o
gratify all her wishes

Now the (ountess Stavra to sell at
auction all the luxurious contents of the
little house. Not only are all the furniture
and the hangings to be sold, but the clothes
of the Countess are included in the cata-
logue for the second dav of the sale, which
is to come on Wednesday These more
intimate personal belongings comprise
several gowns, three opera cﬁn:lku, A pair
of patent leather riding boots and even a
pair of riding leggings. The riding habit
with *'» gkirt, waist and black broadeloth
trousers is algo for sale, which seems evi-
dence that the Countess does not expect
to ride again whatever else she may intend
to do

Yesterday a constant stream of women
worked intently through the rooms of the
house The negro in evening dress who
stood at the door, had scarcely time to close
it between the arrivals of the curious visi-
Most of them were women and none
of them had apparently ever had any op-
witunity to know the (Countess Stavra
jut they were nevertheless interested in
her. So there was some excitement when
a young man who seemed to know some-
thing of her plans began to talk of them
audibly to nearly all of the persons in the
drawing room at the time

‘She may come in any moment,” he said
with an air of authority ‘| waw her this
morning and she said she'd like to drop in
to take a last look at her little home  She's
guch a domestic person and loves home
B0 "

By this time the hum of comment had
entirely ceased in the room and the women
had gradually drawn nearer the speaker
They were listening eageriy as he hogan a
further deseription of the Countess's dis-
position

“sShe's so domestic,® he went on, “that
she's perfectly willing to sell all these beau-

1=

tiful furniture and dresses and furs.  But
she packed up all her kitchen utengils down-
stairs and she's going to put them in stor-
age They were the only things she wanted

to keep.”

The interest of the listeners flagged at
thix point in the recital. They had not
expectad to hear of the Countess's dos
mestic traits. But there was a renewal
of interest when from some unidentifiel

gource in the group there came an inquiry
that brought forth this explanation from
the knowing voung man

“Oh, the Captair Yes, he's in this cour
try, too, and it would not surprise me if
he came around with her Mayhe they
wi'l both be here ™

But neither had appeared late in the
afternoon when the slowly moving pro-
cossion of gazing women had begun to
dwindle Hope of sesing the owner of
t ' sale kept most of th i
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| both houses, and in the halls

500 AT MRS. ASTOR'S BALL.

Both Houses Thrown Open—An Engages
ment Announced.

Mrs, Astor gave a ball last night at her
residence, 842 Fifth avenue. Over five
hundred guests, many of whom did not
arrive till after midnight, having first
a'tended the opera, were present.

The wide outer vestibule was converted
into a green bower and the big square hall
suggested a rose garden, for the pillars
were twined with pink roses, as were the
baleonies which they support, and ‘he
stairway railings were also abloom with
pink ro The outer corridor between
the pillars and the wall was massed with
the brilliant red and yellow poinsettia
In the reception room hetween the en-
trance and the drawing room the vases
were filled with orchids

Mrs. Astor received in the pink drawing
room at the left, the flowers in which were
white roses, lilies of the valley and orchids
She wore a superb violet velvet costume,
Mr=. John
Jacob Astor wore seagreen satin with span-
glea and diamond ornament=. There was
some informal dancing in the earlier part
of the night in the ballroom, which is also
the picture gallery, and extends over tle
rear of Mrs. Astor's house and theadjoin=
ing house of her son. Both houses were
open last night, the partition between
the halls being withdrawn. Lander's or-
chestra was stationed in the balcony in
the ballroom, and played for the dancing

Supper was served at small round tables
that were placed in the dining rooms of

The rooms
with v«

AN,

and tables were decorated
spring blossoms and roses
The cotillon was led by Elisha Dyer, Jr.,
whose partner was Mrs. M. Orme Wilson
Mrs, Astor's daughter. Harry lehr led

| from the lower end and danced with Mrs

Corneling Vanderbilt

A number of pretty favors were distri-
buted, including boas of artificial roses,
long wood pipes with carved heads tied
with ribbons, photo frames of brocaded
satin, faney Chinese calendars, gilded hoops
with clusters of artificial flowers,
canes with clowns or other tovs at
handle, silver wands and satin bags

It was said positively at the ball that
Miss May Van Alen, Mrs. Astor's grand-
daughter and R. R KRemington are en-

gaged. Both are now in England

AGED WIDOW W HO DIED A BRIDFE,

Mrs. Edson Did Not Tell Her Chlldren She
Was Golng to Marry Young Stephens.

PriLAapeLriita, Pa, Jan. 6. William D
Fdson, whose aged mother, Jean 8. Fdson,
died in New York on Sunday, six days
after her marriage to young M. Theodore
Stephens, sald to-day

“My mother married without having
notifiecd us of her intention. She went
to New York on Saturday a week ago, as
whie had done frequently before, having
friends in that city. On Monday (the day
ghe was married) she notitied me of her
marriage and also sent word to all of her
relatives and friends I besought her to

and last Saturday she

was not wit her
Wo talked t
in the afternoon

§ONeMe 1=

husband

come home t
canme 'l"

have never met him
matter over and she left
for New York. She was in good spirits
when we parted. Yesterday morning we
received word that my mother had died
in the apartment of Mr Carolvn Hazel-
ton at 85 Central Park West, New York
Mrs. Hazelton was an old friend of hers
I understand that the character and stand

fng of Mr. Stephens are irreproachable,
and ! have no ohjection whatever to him
The remains were bhrought to this city
vesterday, being takeu to the home of
Albert Edson, another son, who lives at
453 North Seventh street. Mrs. Stephens

has been a widow for many years

ALL DOORS CLOSNED TO “CADETS”

Put Out of Tammany, They Try to hireak

Into the . N. Y. Democracy,
Politicians from the Eighth Assembly
distriet «a last night that the "cadeta
and lighthouses who were being driven
out of the Tammany Hall District Con
mittee by the new leader, Florenee S
Vi W iking life misarable f Ben
jamin  Mevers, the Grealer New )
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How |

gilded |

1902.

The man who wears last year's
overcoat almost adlvertises the
fact, so many radical changes in
styles, '

The new cuts,

The new colors.

The right sorts of rough and
smooth cloths.

The serge lined and the silk
Jined.

$15 to K60,

What more can you expect
of a shoe than to keep your feet
warm, dry and comfortable, re-
gardless of weather.

Our Dry-Foot shoe does it.

Enamel, russet and black calf-
skin; 5.

Everything man or boy wears.

SOMETIME 1IN ERRUARY THE PRINCY
STREET BUSINESS WILL HE MOVED TO THE
NEW BUILDING N B CORNER BROADWAY

I AND 18TH STREPT, EXTENDING THROU GH
TO 4TH AVENTY

Rocenrs, Prer & Covpany,

208 Broadway, cor. Warren
sl 7 8

and nd O Warren St
500 Broadwas . Prince We ﬂl:"o.l;:l:‘?
1260 Hroadway, cor. 324 . -

and 51 West 334 St

A Dance for Miss Mollle Cozine LefTerts,

Mr and Mrs. Marshall C. [offerts of 34
Eost Sixty-fifth street gave a dance at
Sherrv's last night for their débutante

Ldaughter, Mis= Mollie Cozine  Lefferts
Mrs lefforts roceived leflerts wore
white crépe an chine banded with satin
embroidered 1 ver and pearls, with
bolero to corres d ' dancing was

and 1the cotillon was
hardson, who danced
Leflort

in the small ballroom,
ledd by T Chesley R
wit! Miss 5

his cousin

A Wedding Postponed.

The wedding of Miss Julie Russell Par-
gons and Henry S Redmond, which was to
have taken place to-morrow at the home of
Miss Parsons’s father, Robert W, Parsons,
11 East Fiftv-fifth =treet, has been post-
poned on ace of the death of Miss Par-

sons's grandmother

BUSINESS NOTICES,

Mrs. Winslow's 1 ¢ for ldren
teetniug. softens the gun re nn atlon,
ol S pan, cur v ra W & bottie

DIED,
BREANAN n Yy ¢ ne, Jan, 5 1
! Isr 1 i A nth 1 Jose n! 1
Hret
Inte S Fra de Sales h
PR
i ' f ™A,
. iy, \ v Pres
! ryes
( Prov
© H
1 th
g,
| . von
| the
i
.t
\ ¥
t
-
' i
WrEEY OF FHATYTER
| ) 5l
{
LR
| I | | ] ‘,
' " i o ahats

S = - e — o

|

“Unrestricted Public Sales,”’
LAST DAYS OF EXHIBITION, |
|

4

ART BALES AND EXHIBITIONS,

American

Art Galleries

Madisvon Square South

ON FREE VIEW
Day and Evening.

‘This Afternoon at 2:30,

This Evening at 8,

Concluding To-morrow (Wednesday) at
8 o'Clock.

By order of the Japanese Connoisseur, |

B. Kobayashi,

TOKI10,

An Extraordinary
COLLECTION OF

Ukiyoye Paintings
and Prints, Water Colors,

Rare Screens, Kakemonos
and lllustrated Books. 1

“Is one of the fiiwst of the kind ever
offercd for sale in this country’ !
Fyening Sun
“Itis seldom that am o re comnprohengive |
1 coliection comes on sitl Herald
"It contains an bundance of good ex-
amplee* =Teribune

ALSO |
On Thursday Evening Next,
at 8 o'Clock, |

‘MR. EDWARD RUNGE’S'

COLLECTION OF |

American Paintings

Which include examples of

George Inness,Wins'ow Homer,

Sargent, Homer D, Martin,
Eastman Johnson, Church,
DeForzst Brush, Blakelock,

and other

ARTISTS OF PROMINENCE.
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Evening Post

THOMAS FE. KIRBY, Auctloneer
AMERICAN ART ASSOCIATION, Managers.

Fifth Ave. Art Galleries,

366 511

James P. Silo, Auctioneer.

\VE

Three Intcrcéting Sales.
All Now on Exhibition.

To-day (Tuesday) and Wed-
nesday, at 3 o'clock.

An Pxeeptionally l-!mlvl' Imiportation of
Oriental Ruys and Carpets,
A Very Lnmsual Collieetion
Thursday, Friday and
Saturday,

Joatuary 0 10 and 11 &t 2:30 o'clock

Elegant Houschold Effects

fruom a 6'h Ave Hesideane

wid the
stoch of an hmparter

At S o'Clock,
Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday Evenings,

2 Valuable Libraries,
Autograph lLetters,

' L thie als |
.lus‘pll N, Balestier, |.~q.,
.l Mrwl ’ \ RN
: ;

Hon, James "L Tyler,
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